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From S. Bindoff, Tudor England. Baltimore: Pelican Books, 1965.
The Death  of Elizabeth

a
She brooded on the past, and above all on that cruel tragedy 



which had robbed her Essex of his life, 




and her life of him. 

b
In June 1602 she told the French ambassador that there was nothing 



which could give her any enjoyment, 

c

and when, six months later, her godson Harington came to Court 


he was moved to grief by her 'show of human infirmity.' 

d
By then, indeed, the end was near.

e
It came at Richmond in Surrey in the bleak and windy March of 1603. 

f
The death of yet another close friend, the Countess of Nottingham, induced a fit of melancholy 



which in turn brought on serious illness.  

g

Unable to eat or sleep, 


the queen refused either to take physic or to go to bed. 

h
For a fortnight she lay huddled on her cushions in silent misery. 

i
Within her chamber all was deathly silence. 

j
But without all was bustle and activity. 

k
Sir Robert Cecil was putting the finishing touches to his plans


for bringing in her successor, 

l
Sir Robert Carey posting horses all along the route to Holyrood 


to speed himself North with the tidings. 

m
At Richmond there still stands the gate – 



spared by the German bomb 




which damaged the courtyard within – 



where in the early hours of that twenty-fourth of March 




Carey waited for the signal 





which should send him galloping away. 

n
Between two and three o'clock a light appeared, 

o
a door was opened, 

p
whispered words were spoken. 

q
Then Carey mounted 

r
and was gone; 

s
and the hoofbeats 



which told his departure 

t
were the knell of Tudor England.
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